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The MAILING DATE of this comm unication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponaence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. , ^ . , r.,^ 

^ns^ons Ttime mVy aV^ under the provisions of 37 CFR 1,136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be Umely fiied 

after SIX (6) MONTHS ^orn me mailing f^^'^ °' "^f^^T™^^^ ^,0,1, the Statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If the period for reply speafied above is less than thirty £° 3; ^ ^^^^ J ire six (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except formal rnatters Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IE1 Claim(s) US is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE1 Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) |E1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)IElAII b)n Some'cD None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) \3 Other. 



U.S. Patent and Tcadematk Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 9 



Application/Control Number: 09/5 11,815 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2874 

DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the application is allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DeAndrea et al. (U.S. Patent 5,515,468). DeAndrea et al. discloses an electro-optical module 
configuration comprising an electro-optical module including: a module body 15 having a top 
side; an optical connector interface 73 disposed at said top side; a surface mountable electro- 
optical converter 30 disposed in said module body; a fiber optic waveguide segment 203 having 
an end region; and a connector 80 accommodating said end region of said fiber optic waveguide 
segment, said connector being connectable to said optical connector interface for optically 
connecting said end region. The connector additionally comprises catch elements for connecting 
said connector to said module body (column 10, lines 15-34). It is noted that the fiber optic 
waveguide is oriented essentially horizontally in a mounted state. The interface additionally 
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includes a beam deflector 60. The electro-optical module is in combination with a printed circuit 
board 17 having a surface (inherent), wherein the fiber is oriented essentially parallel to the 

surface of the printed circuit board. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DeAndrea et al. 
DeAndrea et al. does not specifically disclose height of the comiector and the region of the fiber 
optic waveguide segment projecting therefrom to be greater than 3mm above the bottom side of 
the electro-optical module. However, when alternatively considering end wall 51 as the top side 
and end wall 52 as the bottom side, the optical comiector interface still being disposed at said top 
side of the module body, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
height of the projecting fiber segment and the connector would extend at a height of more than 
3mm above said bottom side of the module, since that dimension for such modules is typically 
greater than 3mm. 

Conclusion 

7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obUgation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
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the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
mvention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
8 . Any inquiry concerning the merits of this communication should be directed to Examiner 
Sarah Song at telephone number 703-306-5799. Any inquiry of a general or clerical nature, or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist at 
telephone number 703-308-0956 or to the technical support staff supervisor at telephone number 
703-308-3072. 




